
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $1.4 MILLION FOR ARC OF BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced         today that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)         has awarded a nearly $1.4 million grant to the Berkshire County ARC to         assist a residential program that allows adults with developmental disabilities         to live independently while having 24-hour access to staff support.

         “         Berkshire County ARC has a long and successful         history in our community for running strong and productive programs,” Olver         said. “This project is vital to the community in supporting the         residents as an integral part of our society.” 
         Berkshire County ARC is one of only five programs         in Massachusetts to receive funding under HUD’s Supportive Housing         for Persons with Disabilities program and the only program in western         Massachusetts to receive funding this year. The $1.39 million grant is         also the largest award.
         The grant will fund the rebuilding of two of         Berkshire County ARC’s Coop Apartment buildings, located at the         corner of First Street and Maplewood Avenue in Pittsfield. These aging         structures, dating back to the 1800’s, are becoming less and less         suitable for the 12 residents, who are now in their 40s to 60s. Some         of the residents have physical limitations. Neither of the buildings         is handicapped accessible. The apartments are in great need of upgrading.         The project received letters of support from more than 70 community leaders         who recognize this as a valuable project in Pittsfield’s revitalization         goals.
         Berkshire County ARC's residential program began         in 1971 and now has more than 30 sites including community residences,         staffed apartments, apartments with 24-hour staff access, known as Coops,         independent apartments and shared living situations. 

         Berkshire County ARC is committed to assisting         and supporting individuals in their quest to identify and realize their         chosen lifestyles. 'The Coop Apartments are key to the continuum towards         independence. Coops are an opportunity for adults with mental retardation         to live in apartments with 24 hour access to staff support. The downtown         location of the side-by-side buildings has been critical in allowing         the residents independence and ease in community integration. The project         will be done in cooperation with the city of Pittsfield and in a way         that blends with the community.
         The HUD Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities         program is an assistance program that provides capital advance financing         and project rental assistance to nonprofit sponsors for the development         and operation of supportive housing to enable persons with disabilities         to live as independently as possible.

         ###

           For more information, contact Ken Singer, executive director of Berkshire County ARC, at 413-499-4241. 
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